Brain herniation into the mastoid in a normal hearing ear.
A cluster of right temporal lobe abscesses in a 40-year-old male originated from an endaural brain hernia affecting the mastoid only, without direct contact with the ossicular chain. In infancy, antrotomy had been performed. Otologic signs were sparse, hearing was normal. Computed tomography of the temporal bone showed homogenous clouding of the retrotympanal spaces and a defect of the tegmen antri. Treatment consisted of transmastoid débridement, reduction and duraplasty with fascia lata.